
CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 13th MAY 2004. 

Present:
Bill Shaw – Chair 



Becky Withers – Vice Chair 





Yvonne Bradbury



Tim Harker



David Brown




Jonny Sykes



Nick Conder




David Clark – Parish Clerk


In attendance : Cllr Peter Veasey (KDC) and Mr John Turner (Parishioner)

ITEM 1 : ELECTION OF CHAIR & VICE CHAIR
1.1
Bill Shaw (Chair) sought nominations for ‘Chair’ and, in response to a query, indicated he was prepared to accept nomination. Tim Harker then proposed Bill Shaw for Chair, seconded by Jonny Sykes, and this was unanimously agreed.  The Chair then sought nominations for Vice Chair and, in response to a query, Becky Withers indicated she was prepared to accept nomination.  Yvonne Bradbury then proposed Becky Withers, seconded by Jonny Sykes, and this was unanimously agreed.
ITEM 2 :
APOLOGIES : From WCC Cllr D. Lay (end-year report provided and read by all). 
ITEM 3 :
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS :  Two members indicated a potentially prejudicial interest in Item 13. However, the Chair advised that this item would be withdrawn – no interests were therefore recorded.
ITEM 4 :
STANDING ORDERS
4.1
The content of the SOs (20th February 2003 issue), in particular relating to Racial Equality, Crime & Disorder and Freedom of information, was noted and agreed.  With regard to the Information Publication Scheme, it was agreed that this should stand and that it should be re-displayed on the Council official notice board by the Village Hall.  Action : Clerk
 ITEM 5:
APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES
5.1
Members noted that it was good practice to review their appointments to organisations in the community and confirmed the following:-
KGPF
Management Committee : Mr Lee Merritt and Mr Jonathan Burden to continue.
Chute in Need Charity: Mrs Margaret Pike and Mrs Vicky Alderson to continue.
Chute Village Hall Committee : Cllr Nick Conder  to continue.

Chute Fete Cttee :  Cllr J Sykes to continue.
Chute VDS Committee:  Cllr J Sykes to continue.
ITEM 6 :
CONTRACT OF CLERK/RFO
6.1
In response to a question, the Clerk/RFO advised that he knew of no reason to revise or expand on the financial procedures and, whilst he felt the balance of the contract was rather basic, it was probably adequate for his position.   It was decided that no change was required.
ITEM 7 :
  APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

7.1
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting on 18th March 2004 was proposed by Cllr Y Bradbury , seconded by Cllr B Withers,  and approved by all.  

ITEM 8 :
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
8.1
Volunteers for TCA Comunications Group (Note 1)   Cllr D Brown noted that there was no medium for communication across the whole TCA, eg newspaper/website/radio station. He therefore recommended a positive response to the appeal from Baz Reilly.  It was agreed the Chair should nominate himself as a contact point for any such matters.
8.2
Maps identifying residences (Item 4.1) :  The Clerk advised that the updated maps were sent to Mr  Morris, Station Officer at Trowbridge,  for action on 24th March 2004: this with his agreement and on the advice of WAS HQ.  There had been no response to date.  Cllr D Brown noted that KDC Planning Staff had now identified an officer responsible for inputting such data to O.S. Their view was that Parish Councils were best positioned to ensure that the basis for emergency service responses was updated as required rather than wait for routine O.S reviews. Given the importance of the data,  the Clerk was asked to hasten a response from WAS.  It was also noted that the issue of cross fertilisation with other emergency services and other Counties should be pursued in due course. Action/Clerk
8.3
Children’s Road Safety Initiative (Road-signs)(Item 43)   The Clerk advised that he had formally defined the project and sought funding of £500 from the Community Safety Partnership.  Copy to be attached to these minutes. Cllr B Withers then advised that she, the Youth Group Representative, and the Clerk had met Justin Nelson the Ringway Parkman road sign expert and walked the ground. He had supported the initiative and had since provided two possible sign designs - within which the children’s design could be incorporated.   He had estimated a figure of £265 for each such sign (supplied and fitted).  Mr Nelson had recommended the location of two signs: one at the entrance to Upper Chute from Malthouse Lane but far enough forward to ensure no restriction of vision from the entrance to the Mustey residence – and one close to the exit from the Cross Keys Inn.  

8.4
On the foregoing basis it was agreed that the sub-group (Cllr Withers and Mrs Merritt supported by the Clerk) should now press on with the project beginning with the launch of the Youth Group ‘design a sign’ competition.  The final detail of number of signs, wording and location could be taken by the Council as soon as the children’s sign had been determined for input to Ringway Parkman.  It was agreed that the possibility of a third sign should be kept under review – Cllr N Conder indicated he would be prepared to have it located close to the entrance to his garage/drive.  Action/Cllr Withers & Clerk
8.5
Neighbourhood First Responder Unit (Item 4.4).    Cllr T Harker reported that regrettably WAS/St John Ambulance had decided a Chute unit would not be viable.  There  were no more than 5 calls from the area p/a and maintaining interest and proficiency for the minimum of 12 volunteers would not be practicable.   Reluctantly Members agreed that this initiative would have to be abandoned.  The Chair thanked Cllr T Harker for all his efforts.
8.6
Playground Facility Proposal by Mrs Mustey (Item 4.6)    The Chair reminded Members that he had obtained informal legal advice on the way ahead and had circulated (e.mail) a proposed letter to the Agents to Mrs Mustey.  It was agreed that the position was difficult since a balance had to be struck between enthusiasm for a welcome offer and the need for financial prudence.  It was agreed that the proposed letter should be sent.   Action/Chair     
8.7
Tibbs Meadow Footpath (Item 4.7) : The Clerk reported that Sarsen Housing Association had now supported his conclusion that the footpath was still in the ownership of KDC and had written to KDC Property Management Surveyor on 8th April 2004 to point out that, in effect, responsibility rests with KDC.  Developments were now awaited – hopefully before another winter made the path a hazard.

8.8
Community Cleansing Grant (Item 11.5) :  It was agreed that a children’s ‘litter picking’ event would be an enjoyable way of developing community responsibility and should be organised for Saturday 18th September. The grant of £150 to be used to cover costs of litter bags/gloves etc plus light refreshments for the children afterwards.  The Clerk to book the Village Hall for the afternoon of that day.  Cllr B Withers to liaise with the youth group and advise the Clerk on an entry in the Chute Chronicle.     Action/Cllr Withers and Clerk
8.9
Quality Parish Council Training (Item 11.7) :  The Chair confirmed that WALC were arranging what seemed a suitable event :  he and the Clerk would monitor availability. Action : Chair/Clerk
ITEM 9:
FY 2003/04 ACCOUNTS
9.1
The Clerk/RFO advised that the Accounts were complete and, as at 8th May, had successfully completed Internal Audit by Mrs Nuala Orlick.  They would be presented for Members’ acceptance at the 17 June Meeting.
ITEM 10:
EMERGENCY PLANNING
10.1
The Chair noted that the current Community Emergency Volunteer, Mr Jim Gale, was leaving the area and asked Members to urgently seek a replacement.  He noted that increasing emphasis by Central Government made it a pressing matter.  Action/All Members
ITEM 11:
CHOICE OF INSURER
11.1
The Clerk briefed Members on the exercise he had conducted to compare the costs of the current insurer , Allianz Cornhill, with those under the new WALC group policy.  In brief, the cover seemed similar and, after negotiation by the Clerk of a 10% discount from Allianz Cornhill,  the difference in cost was very small.  On a proposal by Cllr J Sykes, seconded by Cllr N Conder, it was agreed by all that the Council should continue to obtain it’s insurance from Allianz Cornhill.  It was directed that the Clerk’s supporting brief should be attached to the minutes and the insurance quotes and supporting documents circulated later.

11.2
It was acknowledged that, as it was a joint policy, the position was subject to a similar position being adopted by Chute Forest Parish Council.  This seemed likely : the Clerk to liaise. Action : Clerk
ITEM 12:
FINANCE
12.1
On a proposal by Cllr D Brown, seconded by Cllr T Harker, the following expenditure was agreed as per Agenda and Invoices presented :-

Cornhill Insurance - policy premium £340.01  :  GLEAM - annual membership £ 10.00


Village Hall - rental 18 March mtg   - £5.50     :  WALC : subscription £82.91

(Afternote: Insurance Policy Premium corrected by £1.27: agreed by Chair that this should be carried by Chute PC – corrected premium therefore £341.28 – new cheque duly issued)
ITEM 13:
FUNDING FOR VILLAGE HALL
13.1
The Chair advised that, as noted at Item 3,  the request for funding had been withdrawn.
ITEM 14:
PLANNING APPLICATIONS/OUTCOMES
14.1
The Clerk read detail of actions since the last meeting and placed the statement for inspection:-

No. 47107  Shepherds Cottage, extend etc -  No objection by PC - Approved by KDC 26 March 04

No. 46998  Wesleyan Cottage, conservatory – No objection by PC -  Approved by KDC 22 March 04
No. 47109/T 1 Chute Cadley, Fell 5 Ash Trees etc – No objection by PC - Approved by KDC 23 Mar 04

No. 47250/1  Hatchet Inn, Retro for Bottle & Dry Goods Store etc – still on circ (afternote : withdrawn).
No. 47282/L  3 Tolleys Cottages, Lean to & restructure roof – No objection by PC – Approved by KDC 23April 04

ITEM 15:
PLANNING DECISIONS – PROCEDURES
15.1
WALC advice on procedures, County Circular No.04/04 Item 7 -circulated by the Clerk, was discussed at length and the following modifications to current procedures were agreed by all.   
15.1.1   All applications should continue to be circulated by the Clerk but the format should  be modified to provide opportunity to record only ‘no objection’.
15.1.2   Where a Member has a reservation over/objection to such a planning application he should immediately advise the Chair who will arrange an ad hoc meeting and, if appropriate, a site visit to allow the Council to reach a corporate decision. 

ITEM 16:
TIBBS MEADOW SOUTH BOUNDARY HEDGE
16.1
It was agreed that efforts should be made to re-instate the hedging along the Southern Boundary.  Cllr J Sykes offered to supply some Hawthorne whips and he, together with Cllrs Conder and Harker, would attempt to do some re-instatement on the following evening.
ITEM 17:
VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT
17.1
The recent issue of ‘Draft Guidelines for Consultation – May 04’ was agreed to be a useful step forward but still needed much work.  Progress would stay under review.
ITEM 18:
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

18.1
Vital Villages Guide   The Chair referred to the comments, post circulation, on the useful booklet.   It was agreed that Cllrs D Brown, N Conder & J Sykes would review the content and identify any action which they would recommend.
18.2
Fly Infestation   The Clerk referred to the serious infestation which occurred in 2003. He advised that the Senior Environmental Officer at KDC had been approached apropos the possibility of preventative action which had been mentioned for 2004.   The officer, Mr Rob Draper had now offered to attend a Council meeting to brief Members on action taken and proposed for this year. It was agreed this should be arranged for the June meeting. Action/Clerk 

18.3
Trail Rider Bikes    The issue of abuse of woodland areas was raised and it was agreed that such riders, often without registration plates and travelling at excessive speeds on and off paths inappropriate for such vehicles remained a problem.
18.4
Vehicle damage to verges etc  Mr John Turner asked to address the Council and duly raised this issue.  Whilst it was agreed that often the damage was unavoidable where large vehicles had to manoeuvre in limited places, that Clarence would be notified as regards the edges of Forest Lane. Also that the Highways Authority would be approached for advice on what was legally permissible to protect verges and the edges of Village Green areas. Action/Clerk 
18.5
Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair noted that the next Council meeting was scheduled for 17th June 2004 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting.
Page 4 of 4
Signed


Dated


